PTC Operating Practices Topics

Signal Group Changes Affecting PTC and TO/PTC IM Display 02/12/18

Recent enhancements to PTC signal groupings on BNSF are affecting changes to the PTC track line on the

PTC Display. These enhancements do not alter PTC warning or enforcement functionality, but instead better
align the display with current and future signal rules. The changes will also drive improved performance with

PTC integrated Trip Optimizer (TO/PTC-IM) when operating on Advance Approach signal indications.

Here is an outline of the signal group changes:

Advance Approach, Approach Medium, Diverging Approach Diverging, and Diverging
Approach Medium

PTC impact: Signals in this group previously displayed a yellow track line; now they will display a green track
line.

TO/PTC-Integration impact: Signals in this group were driving a 40 mph speed target at the next signal; now
they will be driving to the turnout speed at next signal.
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Approach Restricting

PTC impact: Signal displayed a yellow track line and enforced a 30 mph soft target. Signal will continue to
display a yellow track line, but not enforce any speed target.

TO/PTC-Integration impact: None
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Due to system design, these changes will not be implemented for all PTC subdivisions at once. Some
territories already reflect these changes. The remainder will be implemented in future track database updates
as they occur.
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